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President’s Blog February 2017 

It’s been quite an interesting winter here in the Pacific NW.    Unfortunately weather forced us to cancel both our December and 

January meetings.   There has been a lot of items that we needed to cover in these meeting and we are pushing up against some 

deadlines.    Let’s start with the annual potluck banquet in January.   This meeting is more than just a celebration of another suc-

cessful year of prospecting, it marks the rotation of our officers and board members.  These selfless volunteers put in countless 

hours each year to make this chapter successful and they deserve to get recognition for their help.  The good news is that we will 

be having the Banquet at our February meeting instead of January.  The next hot item is the Gold and Treasure Show.  This is fast 

approaching on March 25th and 26th.     We need to get show volunteers now so we can order shirts for the volunteers.  If you are 

not going to be at the February meeting, but plan on volunteering at the show, please e-mail me so I can get your names and shirt 

sizes.  We need 50 -75 volunteers from our chapter to make this successful.  Final topic for this blog is volunteers.   We have some 

vacancies that need to be filled.   We REALLY need someone to step up and fill the Secretary role.    The chapter doesn’t work with-

out support from the members and this is a critical role.   We also need a new Newsletter editor.   Larry has done an outstanding 

job the last year or more, but he is transitioning to other responsibilities and needs to pass this on.    Finally, Joe is ready to rotate 

out of the librarians’ role.    Please consider stepping into one of these roles.  We can’t have a chapter without volunteers. 

Happy Prospecting,  Jerry Johns—President - Portland Gold Prospectors Inc. 

2016 Portland Gold Prospectors Board of Directors  
President  Jerry Johns  503-686-9422  jerryjjohns@gmail.com 
Vice President  William Bench  503-708-4997  swbench@comcast.net  
Secretary   POSITION OPEN  
Treasurer  Bev Parker  503-666-4301  bevpark@comcast.net  
Claims   Ken Burns  503-631-3071  kenhellen-burns@gmail.com 
 
Board Members at Large 2016-2017:  

Richard Ruth  503-663-9087  richard.ruth5@comcast.net  
David Chiara  503-285-8553  dmchiara@comcast.net  
Elaine Ruth  503-663-9087  richard.ruth5@comcast.net 
Ken Burns 503-631-3071 Kenhellenburns@gmail.com 

 
Board Members at Large 2017-2018:  

Charles Foster  503-630-7669  fostercr@rconnects.com  
Robert Burns  503-680-8885    rdburns77@hotmail.com  
Vern Freitas 209-535-5683    vernonjfreitas@gmail.com 
Jim Schmidt   jschmidt118@q.com 

 
Honorary Board member:  (Super Volunteers) 

Larry Sharp 971-269-8220 
Steve Lewin   goldpan123@yahoo.com 
    

 
Library   Joe Weber    joeweb001@yahoo.com  
Hospitality  Elaine Ruth  503-663-9087  richard.ruth5@comcast.net 
Webmaster  Aaron Jurgens 360-402-0771  aaron@ajcreative.net  

Come Join Us at Our Next Meetings 

February 19th at 1:30 pm 

Milwaukie Grange hall 

12015 SE 22nd, Milwaukie, OR 97222 

The Portland Gold Prospectors meetings are the 
third Sunday of every month beginning at 1:30pm.   
All interested parties are invited to attend the 
monthly meetings.  Become a member of the Port-
land Gold prospectors, Inc a chapter of the Gold 
Prospectors of America.   For information contact 
Jerry Johns, jerryjjohns@gmail.com or visit 
www.portlandgoldprospectors.org.  

MINING EQIUPMENT FOR SALE: 

Harold is a previous member of our chapter and 

has decided that he is done mining.   He has a 

bunch of mining equipment that he has accumu-

lated over time and is wanting to sell it.   If you are 

interested,  

please call HAROLD KOHLER @ 503-882-3100. 

Lost Dutchmans & New 49’ers membership for sale 

Former member is selling their Lifetime, Paid in Full, Membership in the LDMA, 

asking $3300 and Lifetime, Paid in Full, Membership in the New 49’ers asking 

$3500. Contact Darlene Schafer 503-593-7534.  

Lost Dutchmans membership for sale 

We have lost one of our fellow miners in 2016 and the family is selling their 

“transferrable” LDMA membership.    Cost is $2400 plus any transfer fees.   If 

interested, please contact MARY SHORT at 503-625-6497. 

mailto:jschmidt118@q.com
mailto:jerryjjohns@gmail.com
http://www.portlandgoldprospectors.org
tel:(503)%20593-7534
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Portland Gold Prospectors, Inc.  -  January Meeting Minutes 

January meeting cancelled due to weather..... 
 

 

MMAC Update - By Scott Harn 
 
Within hours of President Trump’s inauguration he signed an executive order to halt any pending regulations and delay for 60 days any that had 
already been published in the Federal Register but had not yet been implemented so he and his staff could review them. 
 
During President Trump’s campaign he stated he intended to reduce the regulations on businesses of all types, including mining. 
 
Bill Jensen, one of the national advisors for the Minerals and Mining Advisory Council (MMAC), was in Washington, DC, during the week of the 
inauguration, meeting with members of the new administration and Congress to get the first MMAC bill on its way to becoming law. This first bill will 
federally recognize MMAC-approved Mining Districts and reopen many of the historic access routes and roads needed by miners and all outdoor 
user groups. 
 
Many traditional Mining Districts have received assistance from MMAC and will soon be reaping the benefits. One such Mining District is the Koyu-
kuk Mining District in Alaska. The Koyukuk Mining District is huge, encompassing millions of acres. MMAC provided assistance in getting the dis-
trict organized/modernized and helped them obtain voting rights on the federal oversight board. 
 
In early January MMAC held a conference call for traditional, organized Mining Districts and those wishing to get their districts modernized with 
MMAC assistance. Hundreds of miners participated in this conference call. One caller wondered why he should be required to join MMAC, asked 
why MMAC was not a non-profit, and compared it to some kind of extortion attempt. If he had questions like these, I assume there are others with 
similar questions and I will address them here. 
 
First off, there is no requirement to join MMAC. Miners are welcome to try to obtain federal recognition on their own accord, but be forewarned that 
it is not an easy process. If it were easy, there would be no need for the Minerals and Mining Advisory Council or the services they are providing. 
MMAC administrators have walked many Mining Districts through the steps needed to become federally recognized and there are literally dozens 
more Mining Districts in the process right now. MMAC asks for $110 from those claimholders in MMAC-assisted Mining Districts to pay for materi-
als, representation and on-going training. (If there is more than one person listed on the claim, only one needs to become a “gold” MMAC member; 
the others listed on the claim can join as “silver” members at $30 per year and still receive the benefits.) 
 
The funds also go to pay for Geological Information System (GIS) mapping of Mining Districts, which Congress has requested we provide, bill writ-
ing and lobbying. 
 
Some have asked why MMAC is not a non-profit organization. Current IRS regulations put a cap on funds spent for lobbying for non-profits. MMAC 
has already made significant progress in Washington, DC, and wants to continue lobbying to get several bills passed on behalf of all miners. 
 
While MMAC is not a non-profit, there have been no profits generated to date. So far, all of the national advisors for MMAC and many of the admin-
istrators have sunk their own personal funds into this effort because we believe it is that important. (I’ve travelled as far as Montana to represent 
MMAC and assist Mining Districts on their path to federal recognition, all without reimbursement.) 
 
Each of the national advisors (myself included) and current MMAC administrators believe we can and will be successful in our efforts to return to 
reasonable regulations, reopen closed areas and roads to valuable minerals and metals, and re-establish mining as a priority for public lands. 
 
Another question I recently received was regarding small mining clubs; specifically, whether or not this effort would benefit them and should they 
join MMAC. 
 
Members of small mining clubs will definitely reap some of the benefits of this effort. Whether or not you are a claimholder, when a Mining District 
obtains the authority to reopen closed roads and trails, successfully reopens a closed area or removes some of the previous restrictions placed on 
public lands, members of small mining clubs will also enjoy those benefits! These folks can join as “silver” members to help us get as many tradi-
tional Mining Districts recognized as possible and to help us get the legislation through Congress. 
 
If you have already read the Legislative and Regulatory Update column, you know that legislators in Oregon and Washington are following the path 
of California, trying to decimate your mining rights. One of the key provisions in our proposed bill will remove authority from the states to regulate 
mining and return that authority to the Bureau of Land Management and MMAC-approved Mining Districts. 
 
I would like to encourage everyone to visit mmacusa.org to see all that is being accomplished on your behalf. On the website you can view the 
latest revision of the main bill we have been asked by Congress to write to restore the rights of miners and Mining Districts, you can join MMAC as 
a silver or gold member, or you can just make a contribution to fund these efforts. 
 
With the new administration and current makeup of Congress, we have historic opportunities that may not come again for decades. If you are a 
claimholder in a traditional Mining District, contact MMAC and get your district modernized so you are not left behind. 
 
You’ll find Public Notices online for the Blewett Mining District in Washington State and the Mount Pisgah/Caribou Mountain Mining District in Idaho. 
If you are a claimholder in one of these districts, please read the Public Notice and consider attending the meeting. (Be sure to bring along your 
BLM claimholder records in order to participate in the vote.) 

@ICMJ Prospecting and Mining Journal, CMJ Inc. 
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Special THANKS to the following businesses 

and individuals who have sponsored the local 

GPAA chapters in the 2017 Gold and Treasure 

George and Beverly  

Watch this page for more new sponsors for the  

2017 Gold and Treasure Show 

INTEL Corp 

Intel Matching Grant Program 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiT18Wlg_XRAhVO2WMKHetDBdMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.designsofallkinds.com%2F&psig=AFQjCNHGIMjTCYcXQoJamNPTCGEAcr7nug&ust=1486249045497148
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That First Nugget 

by Ray Mills  
 
I met my hunting partner George and his son-in-law Kaleb at our arranged parking 
site. George, as some of you may know, is recovering from a very serious medical 
condition and is making a great comeback, and he says “hello” to all his detecting 
friends. This was our first trip together and after such a long period of inactivity, 
George was ready to hit the hills. 
 
After getting all the gear together we headed up the old road that led us to an old 
ground sluice site. George and Kaleb were using lightweight VLF (very low frequency) 
detectors. I carried a newer technology unit that is just a tad coil-heavy in the front. 
We had plenty of water as the temperature was supposed to hit over a hundred de-
grees. Our walk took about twenty minutes until we could start detecting. We came to 
a place where we split off from each other at the top of a hill. We call this place the 
Line Pit. 
 
The Line Pit, an old ground sluice site, is a small gully that leads off some high ground 
and produced some nuggets close to an ounce when we first detected the area. The 
pocket gold comes from a series of clay lines that run from the northwest to the south-
east. To most people the appearance of the Line Pit would not jump out or stir any 
emotion, unless a person was told what had been detected there years earlier. 
 
I walked by this same area many times on the way to “better ground.” If I remember 
right, I was with another friend, Ron, years ago, and as we walked by it he asked me 
about it. I don’t remember if he detected it that day or on another trip, but he found a 
beautiful piece that was almost an ounce. We started looking at the area harder and 
found some other areas nearby that produced lots of nice nuggets. 

The Line Pit was the area that George and Kaleb were going to hunt using 
their VLFs. I headed down an old roadbed to the bottom of the dry creek 
bed and crossed to the other side. As I walked up the slope I was in very 
familiar ground. I stopped to drink some tea, and as I was looking around I 
began to reminisce about nuggets that I had taken out of this washed off 
area years earlier. Using my old 3000, I had pulled many ounces off this 
small slope and the surrounding area. All of the gold was very unique in 
character and there were many pieces from 2.5 pennyweight on up to 
twelve pennyweight. There were also quite a few “earring pieces” and lar-
ger that came out of this area. 
 
Dave, another friend, found a beautiful 14+ pennyweight nugget in a pile 
where it had been thrown out. The nugget was shaped like a Christmas 
tree. It is one of the only areas I remember where all the signals were gold 
for the first few days. It was fun but it’s getting harder to find areas like this 
anymore. It takes boots and time on the ground, but there are still places 
out there. Remember—three square feet can make you really happy. 
 
The first time into this particular area I found several old steel plate grizzlies 
that had one-inch holes for classifying the material that was being washed 
by the old timers. The size of the screen holes gave me a good idea as to 
what size gold may be in the area. I found six of these old steel plates lying 
around a widespread zone so I was pretty content that I had found a paying 
piece of ground of a decent size. 
 
I was ready to start detecting and at the same time telling myself not to 
expect too much out of this old digging as it had been hit hard over the 
years with many detectors. I hunted for about an hour and had picked up a 
few small pieces of old white lead and it was starting to get hot. I took an-
other break and could hear George and Kaleb talking as they were coming 
down the old road. 
 
George knew where the shallower ground was located and put Kaleb on it, 
hoping he would find his first piece. George moved up the slope and began 
to hunt. I figured at least one piece would have been found by now by one  

http://www.icmj.com/article.php?id=3567&keywords=That_First_Nugget
http://www.icmj.com/writers-detail.php?id=166&keywords=Ray_Mills
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I moved around the small knob that was the hilltop, went down the slope a bit and located a nice spot where the ground leveled out 
some. I started detecting and immediately got a nice, mellow signal from below the pine needles and leaves. I scraped the debris 
away and found that the target was still in the ground. It also sounded louder and more distinct, which I was happy about. After about 
three scrapes and about six inches deeper, I got the target out of the dirt and as I dropped the soil onto the coil I caught a glimpse of 
yellow—Yes! I guessed the nugget to be about 1.5 pennyweight. I started swinging the coil again and got a small but subtle target 
response that only could only be heard when swinging one direction. This was a smaller piece, I could tell already, and I figured it was 
only a few inches down. It was a small piece and it turned out to be about eight grains. 
 
I heard some noise and looked up to see George and Kaleb standing above me on the slope. I still had another target in the ground 
and I began to dig it out. 
 
This one sounded like the first one and actually was almost three inches deeper than the first nugget. It turned out to be right at one 
pennyweight even. 
 
I stopped and turned my unit off and asked the guys if they had found anything. Kaleb still had not gotten his coil over a piece of gold 
yet and neither had George. I told Kaleb to come on down and swing over my little hot spot. He did and he got a signal right on the 
edge of my first hole. After showing him the good and bad points of digging and removing the soil, he proceeded to finish up and had 
the target in the pile. We went over the pinpointing process and I showed him a few tricks that would save him time in the future.  
 
As he dropped the material I spotted a small glint of yellow as the target hit the coil. He still did not see it so we showed him how to 
move his fingertip around till he heard it or saw it. Upon seeing the yellow he was very surprised, and now I had to find a vial for him to 
put it in. Those pesky vials—I remember the first few days in here years ago when the gold went into my pocket. Back then I would 
listen to the gold “sing” to me in my pocket as I walked back to the rig. An ounce of nice nuggets make their own particular clinking and 
I long for that sound again!  

The heat was getting unbearable and George was ready to go, 
so we headed out to the rigs. It had been a nice morning hunt 
and some gold was found with friends, and one friend even got 
his first nugget of gold. My friend George is getting stronger 
every day and I think we will be back to full days shortly. 
 
Overall, it was a good morning. Take someone out and show 
them what you do, you may find a new friend.  
 
 
@ICMJ Prospecting and Mining Journal, CMJ Inc. 

 



7 

Friends and Sponsors of the Portland Gold prospectors inc. 

General advertising Space 

 Ruth Enterprises      
   ________________________________________________________ 

 

 Richard & Elaine Ruth             

 
Cash Register, Computer & More Recycling   

   

    9100 S.E. 282nd Ave                            

 Boring, OR 97009                                

   ruthenterprises1@comcast.net           Cell 503-348-5271 

mailto:ruthenterprises1@f

