
President’s Blog April 2017  

The mining season has finally started.   FINALLY!    As wet and cold as the winter may have felt, the brutal 
winter will have a silver lining.    The rivers, streams and beaches will have stirred up the gold and replenished 
areas previously picked clean.   I highly encourage all of you to get out there and test those assumptions.    I 
know our chapter has a full agenda of both day  outings and overnighters.   The Presidents Blog as well as the 
newsletter will likely be shorter this month as I intent to spend my time out mining.                                                                          
 

 Happy Prospecting, Jerry Johns 

President - Portland Gold Prospectors Inc. 

Come Join Us at Our Next Meeting 
Milwaukie Grange Hall  

May 21st  2017—1:30 p.m. 
12015 SE 22nd, Milwaukie, OR 97222  

The Portland Gold Prospectors meetings are the third Sunday of every month beginning at 1:30pm. All interested par-
ties are invited to attend the monthly meetings. Become a member of the Portland Gold prospectors, Inc., a chapter of 
the Gold Prospectors of America. For information contact Jerry Johns,  
jerryjjohns@gmail.com or visit www.portlandgoldprospectors.org.  

2017 Events Calendar 
 

February 19th  Annual Potluck and awards meeting. 
March 24-26th  Portland Gold and Treasure show 
April 16:     PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm – EASTER 
April 30:  Cabella’s ‘Camping Classic’ weekend – Will have booth set up 
May 20:  Beach Mining – Cape Disappointment 
May 21:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 
June 11:  East Fork of the Lewis River – chapter claims – pushed to June due to water levels 
June 18:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 
June 26-July 9:  TYROY – Come for a day or the whole two weeks 
July 16:   PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 
August 5:  Dredging, high banking, sluicing: on the chapter claims – North Fork Lewis River 
August 13:  Dredging, high banking, sluicing: Day break park or Lewisville Park 
August 20:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 
Sept TBD:  Beach mining -  either Oregon or Washington beaches - TBD 
Sept 17:   PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 
Oct 7:   TBD – Weather pending, we will fit another outing in before winter. 
October 15:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 
November 19:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 



Portland Gold Prospectors Chapter Minutes – March 19, 2017 
Chapter minutes – April 16th    -   Happy Easter! 

Start time:  1:30pm 

Members in attendance – 39 

The president led the group in “The pledge of Allegiance” 

Visitors – 4 

 

The Minutes from the February meeting were discussed and a motion was made to approve them as written in the March newslet-

ter.  It was seconded and approved. 

The Treasurer read the monthly treasurer’s report.   A motion was made to approve them as read.  It was seconded and approved. 

 

Correspondences: 

Burnt River invitational June 2nd – 5th.   Anyone interested in attending, please see the President for details. 

 

Membership:  There are three levels of membership for the chapter.    

Level 1: is to be a chapter member.   To do this you must attend at least 3 meetings, outings or functions in a given year.  

At least one of these must be a business meeting.  There is no additional cost beyond the 3 attendances to be a mem-

ber. 

Level 2:  GPAA – We are a chapter of the GPAA and as such, all officers must be members of the GPAA.   All chapter mem-

bers are encouraged to join the GPAA, but that is not a requirement. 

Level 3:  LDMA – The LDMA is an Elite level within the GPAA and allows special access and discounts to functions and min-

ing claims. 

Newsletter:   To get the newsletter mailed to you, please add your e-mail to our sign in roster.   If you are still not getting it, please 

verify the address on the roster is accurate.   We can also mail it to members for $15 a year.  That price covers the cost of post-

age. 

 

Library:    

If you have any books you would like the chapter to purchase, please request from librarian.  We have an annual budget 

for this. 

You may check out anything from the library if you are a chapter member.  Please return the next meeting so others can 

also check it out. 

 

Chapter outings for 2017:  The President went over the scheduled outings and events for 2017.    A print out was also provided.   

Please note: that outing timing and locations do change.  See newsletter for the monthly updates to the outing schedule. 

Chapter Claims:   The Chapter has 5 claims on the East Fork of the Lewis River and 3 claims near Baker City.     

The chapter approved usage of up to $5000.00 of chapter funds for the 2017 mining season. 

 

The chapter President discussed the need for a Chapter Secretary and Newsletter editor.   The chapter is fully staffed by volunteers 

and these positions are considered critical roles.  If interested in filling one of these positions, please contact the Chapter 

President:  Jerry Johns.  

Education:   Panning – TYROY dirt was provided. 

 

Raffle was held and meeting was closed at 3:15pm. 



2017 Portland Gold Prospectors Board of Directors  
President   Jerry Johns   503-686-9422   jerryjjohns@gmail.com  
Vice President   William Bench   503-708-4997   swbench@comcast.net   
Secretary    POSITION OPEN   
Treasurer   Bev Parker   503-666-4301   bevpark@comcast.net   
Claims     Ken Burns   503-631-3071   kenhellen-burns@gmail.com  
  
Board Members at Large 2016-2017:   
  Richard Ruth   503-663-9087   richard.ruth5@comcast.net   
  David Chiara   503-285-8553   dmchiara@comcast.net   
  Elaine Ruth   503-663-9087   richard.ruth5@comcast.net  
  Ken Burns  503-631-3071  Kenhellenburns@gmail.com  
  
Board Members at Large 2017-2018:   
  Charles Foster   503-630-7669   fostercr@rconnects.com   
  Robert Burns   503-680-8885     rdburns77@hotmail.com   
  Vern Freitas  209-535-5683     vernonjfreitas@gmail.com  
  Jim Schmidt      jschmidt118@q.com  
  
Honorary Board Members (Super Volunteers):  
  Larry Sharp  971-269-8220  
  Steve Lewin      goldpan123@yahoo.com      
  
Library     Joe Weber  
Hospitality   Elaine Ruth   503-663-9087   richard.ruth5@comcast.net  
Webmaster   Aaron Jurgens  360-402-0771   aaron@ajcreative.net  
Newsletter  Larry Hellie 360-601-6388  hhrc2@comcast.net  

Special THANKS to the following businesses and indi-

viduals who are sponsoring the local GPAA Chapters 

at the 2017 Gold and Treasure Show  

 

George and Beverly  

Intel Matching Grant Program  



Friends and Sponsors of the Portland Gold prospectors Inc.  

General Advertising Space  

Ruth Enterprises 
Richard & Elaine Ruth 

Cash Register, Computer & More Recycling 

9100 S.E. 282nd  Ave 

Boring, OR 97009 

ruthenterprises1@comcast.net   Cell 503-348-5271 

mailto:ruthenterprises1@comcast.net

