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Bear Attack!
by Perry Massie
by Greg Miller
I was reading the news the other day and
was surprised to see a story about a gold
miner being harassed by a grizzly bear
in Alaska. It turns out that I know the
miner. His name is Tim Jesse and he was
a crew member on the Alaska trip. I know
exactly where this occurred, and the area
is crawling with bears. It reminded me of
an experience I had many years ago in the
same area.
It all started sitting around the campfire
one evening at Italian Bar. My dad, “The
Buzzard,” came up with the idea to go
dredging in Alaska. Immediately several guys said they would like to go too. That was the genesis of “The Great
Alaska Expedition.”
Our subsequent 13 years together (he passed away from a heart attack in 1993), prospecting several locations
near Nome, Alaska, building a camp and running the trip, produced a great number of wonderful adventures and
treasured memories.
Of all the adventures I had with my dad, one comes to mind that I will never forget. On the third year of the trip, my
dad decided that it would be fun to offer a raft trip from our camp at Casadepaga downstream to Council, where the
highway from Nome ends. It was a two-day trip on four-man rubber rafts. One sunny morning a group of about five
rafts loaded up and set off down the river. I was in a raft with my dad and another crew member, Andy Rogers. In a
separate smaller raft was my good friend at the time, Stewart McClure (he subsequently became my brother-in-law
after I married his sister Sandy).
The Casadepaga River meanders along slowly through some of the most beautiful scenery one could imagine.
Occasionally when the river went through shallows, we would all get out of the raft and drag it through. As more and
more tributaries dump in, the going gets much easier. Looking down into the water from the raft, I could see the river
was teeming with fish. It looked like a freshwater aquarium. It was so fun to fish along the way, hooking up on almost
every cast. Once I saw a huge fish breach the water near the raft and I immediately went after it with a lure, except I
snagged something behind me when I cast. I turned around and was horrified to see that I snagged Andy’s nose! I am
so glad he didn’t shoot me right there!
Anyway, my dad was the kind of guy who liked to use all the daylight allotted to him. It made for some very long
work days when the sun didn’t go down. On this trip, it was later in August and it started getting pretty dark at about
midnight. We were very far down the Casadepaga, close to where it runs into the Niukluk River. There was good
current this far downstream and with the darkness we couldn’t see very far ahead. Out of the darkness directly ahead
Continued on pg. 4
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The meeting was called to order
at 1:30 P.M. by President Mike
Lewis who also led the Pledge of
Allegiance.
Attendance - 23 attendees and no
guests were present.
Treasury Report - Beverly read the
Treasury Report for the month of
December.
Meeting Minutes - A motion was
made and seconded to accept the
Secretary’s Report of the previous
month as written and published
in the December newsletter. The
motion was approved by the
members present.
GPAA Membership - The GPAA is
running a membership special right
now for $84 a year which is a good
deal because it usually costs around
$130. If anybody wants to take
advantage of this deal just let them
know that you are a a member of
the Portland Chapter and we will get
points which we can use at a later
date to get merchandise from them.
GPAA Gold Show 2022 - Kevin
Hoagland is looking for 10 people
to volunteer to work the Puyallup
Washington and Portland Oregon
Gold shows. It would involve set up,
tear down and assist vendors during
the shows. They will pay you decent
pay, mileage, hotel room and food
for the events. The Puyallup show
will be on March 25th throught the
27th. The Portland show will be
April 8th through the 10th. There is
a sign up list for anyone interested
in doing this.
Pacific Northwest Sportsmen’s
Show 2022 - The show is February
16th through the 20th. We will

get free admission for 6 people a
day anymore over that will have to
pay $5. Everyone will have to pay
$12 for parking. We will have the
quarter drop, gold panning demo
and raffling off a gold nugget. Sign
up on the list if you are interested in
participating in the event.
Sportsmen’s Warehouse - We will
be doing a panning demonstration
on March 12th at the Sportsmen’s
Warehouse in Portland on 82nd.
Ave. Everyone is invited to this event
if you are interested.
Gold Show Advertising - There is a
gentleman from Vancouver named
Rick B. he is going to do some
advertising for the Gold Show. For
$18 we can get 2,000 little flyers
that we could hand out at various
locations so that we can increase
the amount of people coming to the
show.
New Membership Chairperson Ken Diddier has volunteered to be
our new Membership Chairperson
and Mark Kirk will be a back up if
needed when Ken is away.
Equipment Demonstration Steve Lewin set up and did a
demonstration of his mining
magnet. You use dry sand and it
moves black sand away from the
gold. The guy who makes these will
be at the Gold Show if anyone may
be interested in buying one. They
cost about $230.
President Mike Lewis presented
Beverly Parker a Gold Nugget for
all her hard work and years of
dedication being our club Treasurer.
After around 13 years she has
stepped down from her position.
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I hope everyone enjoyed the Holidays!
Happy New Year!
We have several things lined up for the first few
months of 2022. And, while our prospecting outings
are limited to TYROY at this time, we hope to find
other locations closer to the Portland area to try
our luck!
Here’s what’s planned over the next few months:
February, 2022
We will have a booth at the Northwest Sportsman’s
Show at the Portland Expo Center from February
16th-20th – It is a great opportunity to let a lot of
people know about our club. There will be a sign-up
sheet at the January meeting. If you are interested
in helping with the show, please come to the
January meeting at noon to meet with Jim Erwin,
who is coordinating our participation in the show.
We will have panning demonstrations, a coin drop
bottle, sell “gold” bags, etc.
March, 2022
In March, we have an expert in LIDAR (light detection
and ranging) coming to give a demonstration at
the meeting.
We have also discussed having our annual potluck at
the March meeting. There will be a sign-up sheet for
the potluck at the January meeting.
> Please note we will need assistance in setting up
and taking down the tables, chairs for the potluck.
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Chinook Winds Resort Raffle Tickets - We are still
selling tickets for the Raffle. They are $1 each or 6
for $5. We will be holding the drawing at February’s
meeting which is just around the corner so get some
soon.
Raffle - The Raffle was held with $1 and $5 tickets.
George Parker was the lucky winner of the Gold Bag.
Beverly Parker was the lucky winner of the Gold
Nugget.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by Yolande Kragerud,
Secretary.
Photo by Mark Kirk

April, 2022
The GPAA will be holding The Gold and Treasure
Show, at the Portland Expo Center, on April 9th
and 10th, with setup on the 8th. Jim Erwin, with
assistance from Jerry Johns, is also coordinating this
effort. Please note we are the lead chapter since
the show is in Portland in 2022. The Southwest
Washington Gold Prospectors chapter and the MidValley Gold Prospectors chapter are also helping
with the show. The next meeting on the 2022 GPAA
Gold and Treasure Show will be on January 23,
2022 at 1PM, at the Southwest Washington Gold
Prospectors meeting location: Minnehaha Grange
Hall, 4905 NE St. Johns Road, Vancouver, WA 98661.
This show is one of the main sources of income for
our chapter. There will be a sign-up sheet at the
January meeting.
June, 2022
We have tentatively scheduled the chapter’s two
week outing at our TYROY claim for the first 2 week
of June, 2022.
I look forward to seeing you at the January meeting.
Thank you and Happy Prospecting!

Mike

Mike Lewis, President
Portland Gold Prospectors, Inc.
503-413-9283
gmlewis238@msn.com
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of us on a sand bar emerged three brown furry humps. As fate would have it, we beached right next to them. It turns out
the three humps were a momma grizzly and her two cubs. One of the cubs woke up curious and started slinking toward
us. I had my 44 Magnum up and out at this point; my dad, unfortunately was struggling with a jammed cylinder.
The mother woke up next and was instantly charging toward us. I could remember the volume of her snarl and the saliva
sloshing out of her mouth as her head swung back and forth. I was so close to shooting her my finger was pressing down
on the trigger. At the last second, she turned, barked at her cubs and went tearing back upstream … directly at my buddy
Stewart, who was behind us. You can imagine the helpless feeling when you are sitting down in a raft facing a very mad
momma grizzly! Luckily, they all ran right past him, but not before he turned his raft over in the river. I bet he thought
his days on Earth were over! Shaken, we decided to make camp right there on the sand bar. We built a big bonfire so
Stewart could dry out, but also to ward off any more bears. I don’t believe I have had that much adrenalin in my system,
ever. There was no way any of us could sleep that night, so we just hung out around the campfire and stayed warm until
morning.
At first light, we all jumped into our rafts and made our way down to the pick-up point at Council. We saw six more bears
along the way, having to fire our guns to scare them out of the river.
Whenever we made a pit stop along the bank, we could see bear tracks
on top of bear tracks everywhere. The last mile of the trip was a difficult
slog through rain and a big headwind. We had to row downstream! Wet
and exhausted, we finally made it to the trucks and dry land.
I hope you enjoy this issue of “Gold Prospectors.” We owe it all to the
Buzzard — I sure do miss him! Good luck in your search for gold.
- Perry
Reprinted from GPAA website.
https://www.goldprospectors.org/News/ArtMID/406/ArticleID/838/Bear-Attack

Messages from Jim Erwin
I can remember my first visit to Portland Gold Prospectors
meeting many years ago. Jerry Johns was President
and there were many reports from different committee
members and membership got involved in discussions
of what, why, where and when to do different chapter
events.
I thought to myself that this was a better group than what I
had witnessed at other gold club meetings, where one crowd
member tried to run everything. I decided to join PGPI.
Today as I look at our situation, I see, few people
attending meetings, same people doing most of the
necessary things that need to be done, with few people
wanting to help.
We as a group need to change this attitude of let others
do it, and get ourselves involved. A club or chapter
survives with involvement. Please do you part.
If I am part of the problem, let me know. I not ashamed to
hear that I need to change.
Lastly I do want to thank all those who helped me doing
my duties as Vice President and encourage each of you to
help Cindy Wright as she becomes Vice President.
As I become Treasurer, I look forward to hearing from
everyone if we need to change or improve that position.
Here are a couple of ideas I have on improving our
membership.
Find a better meeting facility with better parking and a
more findable location.

Get more involved with other chapters and learn what
makes them a successful club or chapter.
Attend joint outings with other chapters.
Build our membership.
Be involved with more meetings and events like the
Sportsman’s Show to broaden our exposed to the public
We are looking for more people to help with the
Sportsman’s Show. We currently have 12 people to work
the five days of the show. Twelve is not enough. Sign-up
or call me to help.
My personal contact information is listed in our
newsletter. If you choose to talk or email in private please
do so. Let’s try to put things back together.
My wife Carol and I wish each and everyone of you Merry
Christmas and the most Happy new year.

Jim Erwin

PS.: PGPI will have a Gold Panning Demonstration on
March 19 at the Sportsmans Warehouse at SE 82 and
Johnson Creek.
Details to be worked out. Sign-ups will be at next
meeting.

Jim

A few years ago the club received a collection of articles related to treasures around the country.
In this month's issue I've included one that may be of interest. It isn't a recent article.

Hand written note of an Oregon Lost Treasure

The new Washington Gold and Fish pamphlet is now available. You must have it
with you whenever you prospect in the state of Washington.
Download a copy to print here: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/
types/prospecting
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