Understanding Oregon Mining Regulations
Written & Reprinted with permission by club member Walt Even

4.8 club presidient and membe of the miing commuti-
Alg. I'm always being asked 1 enplam the rules. What

permits, i any, e nssssary for panning, shacing, high:
hanking. and dredging? The infomaion below is from 14 years
of Irving and muning 1 Oregon. Much of if canse directly [rom
Jim Billmngs, compliangé specualist for the Deparimen of Envie
monmental i‘luqlr,:. (D), For quéstions or furiber clanficaix
hie can be reached at: jim hllimpeldsini.ons or 403220307
{am emanl alerts ham when you leave 2 vore message)

Giold Pamning; Forimately, the i permit-free, Al that's
nccded i 4 pan, 4 clissfler (miners sieve). o hand imvwel, or g
siall shived. Moxdern pans are madz from plastic and have riffles
malded it e 10 catch and refain the gold mose effectively
They come m vanaus stzes(Banch {0 | T-meh) and sty !
rectagular, hesagonal, eic.). Some are designed for processing
large quantities of material quickly, ako keown a8 peoduction
panning. These iichude the Ciarnéit Super Shuice, Gold Cube Ha:
o Fan, and Alam Trees' Gold Trapper

Slulee Box: When | started this journey m 199, | leamed
Tkt woedk arly an: concentrales and shace bax, A & pomicd
shivel holds the equivalent of o Meinch gold pan. By usmg 2
e b, | |'||||||1[H|'|\'(.'\'-. 040 or 50 "|'\J.Ih'"JT|:| “eoncentaie”
e {nioa moee raniageable sty and e same tene spoed
up e process. Everylhmg starts and ends with  gold pun, You
use if for prospecting fo find b ;h-pmk' material {0 run theough
your slaice bor. You need it pan doen your concenraies when
yioi ' o, While  iidividual DDEC) 700 NPDES perimil i pal
recguired, vou must dovwaload and pral a blask copy of the Gen
erul Permit and keep it with you whilk engaged inthis actvity.
is fhidden o rn “foren” material from above the high-wates
k. Everylhing should come from the stream bedl of what | eall
fhe “flood plam.”

Rocker Bav: Anather non-motarized mining device. I has
a bipse with  elssifer scrven inside atuached 10 8 slice with
“uckens” on the boltom to facilitate moving i side (o e, The
waler 15 led from a bucket, & ladle, or o hand pamp which gan
also o 3 the rocker handle. These are penerally wsod when the
st o 1 ke

Unless. profubated (s TMOL & 303}, vou can e
noe-modorized equipment year-round, excepl when fish eggs are
pescel. According to the permi, you can anly fun one 4t & ime.

Highbagklag: A highbaaher & & duice bon wih o bogpes
affached. Insde 1 a spray bar and @ clamfying screen known
35 1 grieely, Chver time, streams changs iheir course, Rather than

UNDEHSTANDING Nl the mateial o e i s 0 bt where i o, Vi
4% st the fghbanker asid puip wates 1o 1L Thes réquires 4 DEL)

! ] permi fior "Upland Mmmg' 1t matst mot be usead down in the

3 fload EBIn car the water, bt rther 0 I\;r.lu (300 f) ehiwe
e moral bilhwatct ik o where (b vegelation bogini

[EC) it resuntg Thess permis @ while buck. However, a e

cent el from ihem indicatss they are 'lulrhnp_ o hmg fhem

back. Thiey will be free. I the megntinee, the caly way o aoquire

i 1 1 ;-iun'hau.' il T 28 existing pesmil holde 1Ih'_\' dart il
F f ariund $1, 500, You miss! constrst a seftling pond for your waste-
BY WALT EVENS waer, nd it shoald be designed fo prevent it from fowing back

ik thé stneim
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Power Sluicing: This is a sluice with a header box attached,
which disperses water from a pump into it. There is no grizzly.
Classified material (usually '4") is fed into it.

Trommel: Best described as a piece of mining equipment
consisting of two tubes, one mside the other, driven by a power
source. The inner tube has holes that classify the material fed inio
the hopper. A spray bar washes the dirt off the rocks. The clean
“tailings” flow out the other end. An outlet feeds a slurry into
the sluice box, where the gold is caught, Recreational models can
range from 3 inches by 16 inches to 15 inches by 30 inches. Com-
mercial types can reach 40 feet long and 8 feet wide! Trommels
work extensively on material where the gold is trapped in clay. It
also requires a DEQ) 600 permit.

Suction Dredging: This apparatus is used 10 vacuum gravel
from the bottom of a stream and run it through a sluice box. It can
be mounted on pontoons or legs by converting a highbanker witha
dredge adapter. Several years ago, Oregon outlawed suction gold
dredging in essential salmon habitat (ESH). You can only “legal-
Iv"" do this in non-essential salmon habitat (Non-ESH). You musi
have a DECQ 700 permit. The current permit is good from 2025 to
2030, Apply with the 5250 fee. Once you're approved, the cost
is $250 per vear, The filing fee 15 just that. It's not your first=year
payment! The total cost for five years is $1,500. From what [ can
tell, they want it submitted online. | can’t find a paper application
anywhere. There's also some annual reporting required. A person
registering a gravity or siphon suction dredge must submit a 825
fee and thereafter pay $25 annually to maintain permit coverage.

For motorized dredges, the maximum hose and nozzle size is
4 inches. The maximum engine size is 30 horsepower. For gravity
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or siphon-fed, the maximum hose and nozzle size is 6
inches. The Department of Fish and Wildlife publishes
a report outlining when work in the water can begin
and by what date it must be completed. You cannot
mine in the water before or after that timeframe, ex-
cept for non-motorized equipment such as a gold pan,
sluice, or rocker box. Hand-operated suction devices,
like those made from FVC pipe, are legal and require
nao permit.

PLP and Reclamation Dredging: Califor-
nia-based Public Lands for the People (PLP) has
developed a Reclamation Dredge Program, which
repurposes your gold dredge to reclaim waterways,
removing toxins such as mercury, lead, rusty iron, and
trash. Gold is a by-product used to offset the cost of
reclamation. There are no permits required. While PLP
maintains that this process 1s lawful and defensible un-
der existing statutes, it has not been formally approved
by the Department of State Lands (DSL) or the DEQ),
and interpretations continue to be challenged. As a re-
minder, reclamation 15 a requirement of owning a min-
ing claim. NO PUBLIC AREAS!

Drywasher: It operates on three principles: air,
vibration, and static electricity. Air moving across the
riffle tray blows the lighter material off so the heav-
ies can settle down behind the riffles, which point up
against the flow (the opposite of a sluice box). The air
is provided by a bellows powered by a hand crank, a
12-volt motor, or a gasoline-powered blower. The bel-
lows cycling creates vibration, which helps settle the
gold and black sands. A constant airflow drywasher
has a fan blade inside the inlet with a counterweight
that shakes the airbox and riffie tray. Lastly, static elec-
tricity is generated when air flows through the cloth
at the bottom of the tray, pulling any metal toward it.
Giold is not magnetic, but it’s susceptible to the proper-
ties of static electricity.

With Oregon having many creeks and rivers, this
activity is not as popular as it is in drier parts of the
country. However, the eastern side of the state is a des-
ert. Many areas could offer dry-washing opportunities.

Beach Mining: While motorized equipment —
gasoline, propane, electric (AC & DC), and diesel —
is not allowed, vou should be able to use something
that's gravity-fed. Otherwise, it's limited to sluice
boxes, Classification is usually 1/12" or smaller. Many
folks dig in the cobble at the bottom of the creeks -
some run a concentration of black sand while others
process the blond sands. The best time to go is in the
winter months when storms wash away overburden or
concentrate black sands. No permits are required.

12-volt Powered Equipment: Even il you're
recirculating into a large plastic tote, you still need a
DEQ 600 permit and must be above the high-water
mark. Some streams overflow twice their size, leaving
a large area of sand, gravel, and cobbles, often referred
to as a bar. Even if there is no water present, it's still
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the river bottom! To the best of my knowledge, the
only motorized equipment allowed 1s a dredge {only in
non-ESH areas with proper permits) and a hookah sys-
tem for diving smiping and underwater metal detecting.

If you don't want the hassle of hauling all your
equipment out in the field, you can classify buckets
m most locations and take them home or camp to pro-
cess, unless prohibited. Remember, the more material
you run, the more gold you find!

Digging on Federal Mining Claims: Unless you
have an approved Plan of Operation, you are limited 1o
hand tools only. Nothing mechanized; no mini-back-
hoe, rototiller, convevor belt. air or electric jackham-
mer. big or small. Just picks. shovels, chisels, sledge-
hammers, and the like. A gasoline or battery-powered
vacuwm is a gray area, but 1 suspect they wouldn't like
that either. If it has a motor, it’s not approved!

Wild and Scenic: Oregon has 34 of the 81 MNation-
al Wild and Scenic Rivers, which also include creeks.
These were created by the federal Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1968, which is managed by the Burcau
of Land Management (BLM). It's my understanding
that they're periodically making additions, The two
phrases are wsually used together when referencing,
but they are two separate designations. According to
an associate of mine who sells mining claims, there are
three types: Wild. Scenic, and Recreational.

Wild has been withdrawn from mineral entry,
which means vou can neither file a mining claim nor
prospect or mine there. Both Scenic and Recreational
allow claiming, prospecting, and mining. If these are
non-ESH, you can legally dredge there with a DEQ
700 permit. However, on the DEQ Interactive Map,

there are three color indicators. If the stream is blue,
it’s open to dredging. If it’s green, it means that there
haven’t been any recent fish studies; it"s still open, but
your application may be subject to further review. If
it’s red, it’s usually ESH and is closed to dredging, but
vou should be able to run a sluice box.

Oregon has its own scemic waterways where suc-
tion dredging is not permitted. | con-
tacted DEQ for some definitive rules
regarding panning and sluicing. Their
response was to “look at the interactive
map.”

DEQ Interactive Map:
https://tinyurl.com/deqg-interactive
How to use Interactive Map: https://
tinyurl. com/oreinteractive-howto

TMDL and 303{d) Waters: TMDL refers 1o the
“Total Maximum Daily Load” of pollutants allowed,
usually mercury. If a stream exceeds the limit, it's
closed 1o mining with anything other than a pan. How-
ever, you can run a highbanker or trommel with the
proper permii and distance above the high-water mark.

303(d) refers to that part of the Clean Water Act
that lists impaired and threatened waters due 1o pol-
lution or excess sediment. These are also closed to
mining.

Where to go: Many parts of the state are “Gold
Country.” Be careful not to venture onto private claims
without permission. Most are clearly marked.

I've lived in both Lane and Douglas counties.
Near me, there are two GPAA claims, Golden Cat and
Little Paradise. The first has easy access on the Brice




Creek side. The trail from Champion Creek is a little treacher-
ous. As you may recall, Kevin Hoagland hosted a “Gold Trails™
event there a couple of years ago. [('s about 30 miles out of my
town of Cottage Grove (Lane County). Little Paradise is located
approximately 6 miles up Champion Creek Road (a rocky dirt
road with more rocks than dirt?). There's a steep trail down to the
creek and limited parking. There's a grated adit on the opposite
side. There is also the public recreation area a couple of miles up
Sharps Creek Road, 19 miles from town. This 1s TMDL waters.
You can pan or mme with a highbanker or small trommel. You
need a DEQ 600 permit for the latter, You must be 300 feet above
the high-water mark and use a settling pond. No sluicing!

Douglas County: He comes on a White Horse, and Horse
Play is on White Horse Creek Road in south Douglas County off
Interstate 5 Exit 88, ncar Aralea. This is another GPAA claim
that Kevin visited on his irip to Oregon. | siopped by with some
friends to take a look. It has some promising spots.

There are three popular public areas: Lawson Bar, near Can-
yvonville: Dole Bar, in Myrtle Creck; and Island Creek west of
the town of Riddle. There is also the Cow Creek Recreational
Panning Area. It's located about 21 miles southwest of the city
of Riddle on Cow Creek Road. These are ESH, so no motonzed
equipment is allowed.

Curry County; Sixes River. Approximately 10 miles east of
Sixes, Oregon, is an access point. [i's called the Sixes River Rec-
reational Mining Site and, like Island Creek in Douglas County,
is under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management. It’s

roughly one mile of the Sixes River available for panning and
sluicing only, as it’s ESH.

Linn County: The Brownsville Chapier president and his
wife own two claims in the Quartzville area, Riverside and Hal-
lelujah. These are in the Claims Guide, along with another, Angie
M. You can also pan for gold in the Brownswville area at Pioneer
and McKercher Parks. The Calapooya River feeds these. Public
areas include the Quartzville Creek Recreation Corridor, above
Green Peter Reservoir. It lies about 10 miles northeast of Sweet
Home via Oregon Highway 20 and Quartzville Road. This 15 a
non-ESH area, and it is legal 1o use motorized equipment with the
proper permits.

Molalla River Corridor: This popular public area is located
about 1.5 hours Southeast of Portland. The main river is ESH, but
many of the iributaries are non-ESH, which means you can mine
mechanically with the proper permits.

Beaches: In Douglas County, Seven Devils Wayside State
Park and Whiskey Run are about 13 miles north of Bandon. Fif-
ty-two miles south on Highway 101 and 12 miles above Gold
Beach is Nesika Beach, another popular area. You will also pass
by Hubbard Creek across the first bridge out of Port Orford. In
Lincoln County, many have had success on the beaches near Lin-
coln City, where the streams empty. Beverly Beach 1s another
popular location,

Gold is found on most Oregon Beaches from Califomia to
Washington, and beyond. Gold i1s more prevalent on the north
stde of rivers and creeks.
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Any campground on a gold-bearing stream is open to the public
for panning and sluicing. There are many county parks as well,

Josephine County: Hellgate Recreation Area. This is a very large
section of the Rogue River west of Merlin, near Grants Pass. [t cov-
ers a 27-mile stretch between the Applegate River and Graves Creek.
This 1s ESH, so pans and sluices only,

Gold Nugget Wayside: There are three places along Highway
234 near Gold Hill in Jackson County that provide more opportunities
for gold panning on the Rogue River. This is ESH, so pans and sluices
only.

Applegate River Access: There are two good access points on
the river where the public can try a bit of gold panning. Theyre called
the Tunnel Ridge Site and the Little Applegate Site. Each covers about
a quarter-mile of the nver.

Eastern Oregon: Baker City. There are two LDMA camps lo-
cated off Highway 84 en route to ldaho: Burnt River and Blue Buck-
ei. They have spaces to rent, Dirt Fests, and GOLD! GPAA has two
claims totaling 80 acres: Starla 5 and 6.

Also in Eastern Oregon, according to Oregon’s recreational
gold-panning pamphlet, there is a Powder River Recreational Area
on the Powder River just below Mason Dam in the Baker Ranger Dis-
trict. The panning pamphlet also mentions that Antlers Guard Station,
on the Burnt River, has a panning arca,

John Day: Parts of the north fork of the John Day River, includ-
ing the Gold Dredge Campground. Priest Hole Recreation site is 12
miles from Mitchell, Oregon.

Sumpter

MeCully Forks Creek/MeCully Forks Campground: Accord-
ing to a list of free panning sites, McCully Forks Campground is just
west of Sumpter.

Powder River/Dredge Tailings: The Powder River in the Sumpt-
er area has a history of gold mining. These tailings might be accessi-
ble, but again, check for valid claims.

Sumpter Valley Gold Dredge State Heritage Area: Within the
park, there is 2 panning expericnce; you can get a permit (apparently
free) from the park’s gifi shop to pan in ceriain gravel boxes. This is
maore of a “{ourist panning” experience than wild and free prospecting.

Deer Creek (Deer Creek Campground): Deer Creek, north
of “McEwen™ / Sumpter area, is listed in some recreational panning
guides.

Mining Claims: As noted by the Wallowa-Whitman National
Forest, many areas are claimed, and panning on someone’s active
claim is not allowed.

Leave No Trace: Be mindful of environmental rules. Even recre-
ational panning should minimize disturbance,

Regulations: Confirm whether you need any permits or if there
are seasonal restrictions.

Most campgrounds and county parks are open to panning and
sluicing.

In Closing: The summer mining season here is just around the
comner, but many prospectors still crevice and snipe in the cooler
months. If vou plan to visit Oregon, use this guide to help navigate
the rules. Gold Luck!

Walt Evens, an LDMA member from Contage Grove, Oregon, owns Meial
Deteciors and More and has been prospecting and mefal detecting since 1999,



