
MEET CHRIS DAIKER 

26 Years of Gold, Adventure, and Being Prepared 

The Man Behind the Prospector’s Backpack 

“Have fun… and stay safe.” — Chris Daiker 

For some people, gold prospecting is simply a hobby. For others, it becomes a lifelong adventure filled with 
winding creeks, beautiful mountain scenery, unexpected discoveries, and friendships that last for years. 

For Chris Daiker, it has been all that and more. 

With 26 years of prospecting experience, Chris has 
spent countless hours exploring Oregon's gold country. 
From the waters of Quartzville Creek and the Molalla 
River to the Cascade Mountains and the gold-bearing 
country of southern Oregon, he has learned that 
successful prospecting takes more than a pan and a 
little luck. It takes patience, experience, determination, 
and a healthy respect for the outdoors. 

It also takes preparation. 

I recently sat down with Chris to talk about his 
prospecting adventures, the lessons he has learned 
over the years, and the carefully assembled backpack 
he takes into the field. His answers offer a glimpse into 
the life of an experienced prospector—and some 
practical wisdom for anyone who enjoys searching for 
Oregon gold. 

A Lifelong Interest Becomes a 
Passion 
Chris says gold prospecting has interested him for as 
long as he can remember. Family members helped 
introduce him to the activity, and from there, he was 
hooked. 

His early equipment was simple: a black gold pan, including a finishing pan. He took that first pan up to the 
Molalla River and began learning the art of separating gold from gravel. 

Like many prospectors, Chris discovered that the real education happens out in the field. Every creek has its 
own character, every stretch of river presents different possibilities, and every trip offers another opportunity to 
learn. 



Over the years, his travels have taken him to Quartzville Creek, the Molalla River, the Cascade Mountains, 
Eagle Camp Wilderness, and the Applegate area of southern Oregon. 

Of all the places he has explored, Chris singles out the Cascade Mountains as especially beautiful. Oregon's 
rugged scenery is part of what makes prospecting such a rewarding adventure. The search for gold may get 
you out the door, but the rivers, forests, mountains, and history along the way give you plenty of reasons to 
keep going. 

The Gold Is Out There—Sometimes Where You Least Expect It 
Ask a prospector about memorable finds, and sooner or later the conversation turns to that one piece of gold 
that made the whole trip worthwhile. 

Chris has certainly had his share of memorable moments. 

One of his first significant gold memories came at the Quartzville recreational area, just before Canal Creek. 
But perhaps the story that stands out most involves his daughter, Riley. 

Chris was prospecting with Riley at Quartzville when she suddenly told him to pick up a piece of gold. At first, 
he wasn't sure what she meant. Then he looked where she was pointing. 

There, lying atop a gold dredge, was a nice piece of gold—a discovery that became a lasting family memory. 

It's the kind of moment that makes prospecting special. Sometimes the best part isn't how much gold you take 
home. It's sharing the experience with someone you care about and having a story you'll remember for years. 

Chris has recovered more than a quarter of an ounce of gold on a single outing. He also has a particularly 
interesting specimen from southeastern Oregon: a piece shaped like a pumpkin seed. 

And gold isn't the only treasure he has encountered. 

While exploring old mining areas, Chris has come across abandoned mining equipment and the remains of old 
mining towns. These discoveries offer a fascinating connection to the prospectors who came before us—the 
people who worked the same streams, chased the same dreams, and left behind traces of their efforts. 

For Chris, the adventure is about more than what ends up in the gold vial. It's also about discovering the 
history hidden in Oregon's mining country. 

Twenty-Six Years of Lessons Learned the Hard Way 
After more than two decades in the field, Chris has learned a few things that no book can fully teach. 

One of the biggest lessons? Patience matters. 

So does knowing how to move safely over uneven ground, recognize promising areas, and work without 
injuring yourself. When Chris arrives at an unfamiliar creek, he starts by looking around for indications of gold 
and doing some test panning. Deciding where to dig comes with experience. 

His favorite recovery method remains refreshingly simple: plain old gold panning. 



Although he has experience with dredging, he admits that learning to set up and operate a dredge properly 
was something he had to learn through experience. 

Chris also knows that even a beautiful day in the field can turn into a difficult outing. He has been caught in bad 
weather and has experienced situations that reinforced the importance of carrying enough water and being 
prepared to handle an injury. 

His advice to beginners is direct and honest: 

Don't head into gold country expecting to get rich. 

Prospecting can consume considerable time and money, and some days you may work hard without finding a 
single speck. That doesn't mean the day was wasted. There is always another location to investigate, another 
technique to practice, or another lesson to take home. 

Chris encourages discouraged prospectors to try somewhere else and keep going. 

Patience and knowledge, he says, are both important. 

Why Chris Packs a Prospector's Backpack 
​
Years of trial and error helped Chris develop his own approach to packing for a day in the field—or a trip that 
might last longer than expected. 

His philosophy is straightforward: Be prepared for the conditions, the unexpected, and the possibility that 
getting back may take longer than planned. 

Chris carries a good-quality backpack with a capacity of up to 30 liters. Into it goes an assortment of 
prospecting tools, navigation equipment, water supplies, food, extra clothing, lighting, and emergency gear. 

Some items help him find and recover gold. Others may become far more important if the weather changes, 
someone gets injured, or a trip takes an unexpected turn. 

Chris doesn't consider one particular item indispensable above all others. Instead, he pays close attention to 
safety essentials: water, food, fire-starting supplies, and clothing appropriate for the season. 

He also thinks carefully about weight. Carrying everything imaginable isn't practical, so he selects useful 
equipment while keeping the weight of the pack in mind. Water and food are particularly important 
considerations. 

For anyone heading into Oregon's backcountry, his approach is worth remembering: pack for the conditions 
you may encounter, not just the conditions you hope to find. 

Inside Chris's Backpack 
Chris's equipment list reflects years of prospecting experience. Here are the main items he carries and the 
reasons they earn a place in his pack. 

Gold Panning and Recovery Equipment 



At the heart of Chris's kit are the tools that help him investigate promising ground and recover fine gold. 

His list includes: 

●​ A quality backpack of up to 30 liters 
●​ Two gold pans 
●​ Snuffer bottles for collecting recovered gold 
●​ Two small plastic vials 
●​ A magnifying loupe for examining rocks and specimens 
●​ Two pipettes 
●​ A small shovel 
●​ A metal tablespoon—Chris jokingly notes that this one isn't borrowed from his wife's kitchen! 
●​ A small pocket-sized pry bar 

The equipment is straightforward, portable, and focused on the basic work of prospecting. A pan, a little 
patience, and a good eye can go a long way when you're testing a creek. 

Navigation and Communication 

Exploring unfamiliar areas requires more than knowing where the gold might be. You also need to know where 
you are and how to find your way back. 

Chris includes: 

●​ A GPS 
●​ A compass 
●​ A map of the area 
●​ Contact information for the local Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Forest Service offices 
●​ A laminated emergency contact list 
●​ A phone, with appropriate charging equipment 
●​ Extra keys and some cash in both small and larger bills 

Navigation equipment is only useful when you know how to use it, and electronic devices can lose power. 
Having more than one way to determine your location is a sensible precaution. 

Before heading out, prospectors should also tell someone where they are going and when they expect to 
return. 

Water, Food, and Cooking Supplies 

Water is one of the most important items in Chris's pack. He carries a water bottle, a water filter, 
water-purification tablets, and a metal cup that can be used for boiling water or other simple cooking needs. 

He also packs energy-drink mix and food suited to the length of the trip, including snacks and overnight options 
such as ready-to-eat meals (MREs) or freeze-dried food. 

These supplies aren't just for comfort. A long day of digging, walking, and moving equipment can be physically 
demanding. Having adequate drinking water and food helps you stay focused and better prepared to deal with 
changing conditions. 

Clothing and Weather Protection 



Oregon weather can change quickly, especially in the mountains and along the rivers. 

Chris packs: 

●​ A rain poncho large enough to cover both himself and his backpack 
●​ Large trash bags that can help protect equipment from rain 
●​ Upper and lower thermal underwear 
●​ Spare socks and underwear 
●​ An emergency blanket and/or bivy sack 
●​ Extra boot laces 
●​ Work gloves 

Keeping dry and having a warm layer available can make a significant difference when temperatures fall or rain 
sets in. 

The goal isn't to carry an entire closet. It's to have the right clothing for the season and enough protection to 
deal with an unexpected delay. 

Light, Fire, and Emergency Signaling 

If a prospecting trip runs late, good lighting can be essential. 

Chris carries a handheld flashlight, a headlamp, spare batteries, and a battery bank with the appropriate 
charging cables for his electronics. 

He also packs three different ways to start a fire, along with kindling, and includes a signal mirror. 

Fire-starting supplies and signaling equipment can be valuable in an emergency, but they must be used 
responsibly. Before lighting a fire, check local restrictions and fire conditions. In some places and during certain 
seasons, open fires may be prohibited. 

Tools and Repairs 

Prospecting equipment takes a beating. A tool breaks, a strap comes loose, or a repair becomes necessary far 
from the nearest store. 

Chris's pack includes: 

●​ A multitool 
●​ A fixed-blade knife 
●​ A small limb saw 
●​ A rope saw 
●​ 550 paracord 
●​ A small rope 
●​ Duct tape 
●​ Electrical tape 
●​ A can opener 
●​ A fingernail clipper 
●​ A black permanent marker, pen, pencil, and paper for taking notes 



These items have many uses, from making minor repairs to recording observations about a location. The key 
is knowing what each tool is for and carrying only what is appropriate for the trip. 

First Aid and Personal Protection 

Chris includes a medical kit with selected supplies and medications, such as aspirin, anti-diarrheal medication, 
and an antihistamine such as Benadryl. He also carries work gloves and latex or nitrile gloves, along with an 
N95-or-better mask for situations where suitable respiratory protection is needed. 

His hygiene items include toilet paper stored in a plastic bag, lens cleaner, and moist towelettes. 

He also carries personal-protection equipment suited to his needs. 

Medical supplies should be selected with individual needs, allergies, and medication instructions in mind. A 
basic first-aid kit is useful, but knowing how to use it—and carrying enough supplies for the trip—is just as 
important. 

The Most Important Gear May Be the Gear You Never Use 
A well-prepared backpack isn't about expecting something to go wrong. It's about making sure you're not 
helpless if it does. 

Chris has experienced situations that reminded him how important preparation can be, including an injury that 
required bandaging and an outing with other people who didn't have enough water. 

His safety advice is simple: 

“Be prepared, don't drown. And tell someone where you're going.” 

Those words are worth taking seriously. 

Creeks can be deeper or faster than they appear. Rocks become slippery, weather changes, and an ordinary 
walk back to the vehicle can become difficult when you're tired or injured. 

Prospectors should check conditions before leaving, carry adequate water and appropriate clothing, 
understand the terrain, and avoid taking unnecessary risks around swift water or unstable ground. A phone is 
helpful, but it shouldn't be your only emergency plan when traveling into areas without reliable service. 

For Chris, preparation is part of the adventure—not something separate from it. 

Why PGPI Matters 
Chris became involved with the Portland Gold Prospectors after meeting Dan at Prospectors Treasure Trove. 
What keeps him connected to the club is a combination of fun, camaraderie, learning, and opportunities to 
spend time with family. 

He enjoys visiting with other miners, learning new tricks, and sharing experiences in the field. Over the years, 
prospecting has introduced him to many fellow miners, some of whom have become close friends. 

He believes good prospecting partners bring honesty, knowledge, and a willingness to work hard. 



And when it comes to someone who is interested in joining a club but feels a little nervous, Chris has a 
welcoming message: 

“Join and ask questions.” 

That's good advice for beginners and experienced prospectors alike. No one knows everything, and there's 
always something new to learn from another miner's experience. 

A club outing can be an opportunity to improve your technique, explore a new location, share a meal, or simply 
enjoy a day outdoors with people who understand the excitement of seeing that first little flash of gold in the 
pan. 

Still Chasing the Next Adventure 
Even after 26 years of prospecting, Chris isn't ready to hang up his gold pan. 

He hopes to purchase patented mining claims someday, would like to spend more time exploring the Molalla 
River, and wants to find a beautiful piece of quartz with gold stringers running through it. 

He'd also like to improve his dredging skills or learn more about desert panning. 

For his next adventure, he plans to keep mining and investigating the areas around him. 

It's a reminder that prospecting is a journey with no final destination. There's always another bend in the creek, 
another place to test, and another possibility waiting just below the surface. 

And if Chris has anything to say about it, he'll be ready—with his backpack, his gold pan, and the lessons 
learned over more than two decades in the field. 

A Final Word from Chris 
When asked what advice he would give every PGPI member about gold prospecting and life, Chris kept it 
short: 

“Have fun… and stay safe.” 

Those seven words sum up a lot of what makes this hobby worthwhile. 

The gold is exciting. The scenery is beautiful. The history is fascinating. But the friendships, the family 
memories, the lessons learned, and the adventures shared along the way are what make prospecting a lasting 
passion. 

So, the next time you head out to explore Oregon's gold country, take a page from Chris Daiker's book: pack 
thoughtfully, watch the conditions, learn from others, and never stop enjoying the adventure. 

Happy prospecting—and may your pan hold a little color! 

Ted Robinson​
PGPI Webmaster / Membership 

Interviewed, put together, and assembled with the help of AI 
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